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Title:  The Student as the Investigative Journalist – 

  How to Create a Documentary

Overview and Rationale:

It is easy for students to read about Woodward and Bernstein but still not understand the importance of investigative journalists and the impact they have on society.

With this term-long project, students will become the ‘investigative journalist’ and be forced to research, investigate, and interview just as Woodward and Bernstein had done.

Goals for Understanding:

· Students will understand the purpose and power of investigative journalism

· Students will understand the elements of investigative journalism and what it is actually like to go out into the field to research and investigate themselves

· Students will understand how to compile all of their material with their group members’ to form a comprehensive documentary using Imovie

Essential Questions:

What does investigative journalism encompass?

Critical Engagement Questions:

What qualifies material as investigative journalism?

What qualifies a reporter as an investigative journalist?

How does an investigative journalist effectively present his or her material in a multimedia format?

Activities


Activities take place over three months

Activity One (One 50 minute period):

Week One

Overview of Documentary Project

· This project is essentially a group documentary.  It spans a whole semester where sections are due at staggered times.

· The last two weeks of the semester are spent down in the Audio-Visual lab compiling all material and footage to create a comprehensive documentary using Imovie.

· On the day of the final exam, students will turn in a typed analysis of their documentary, present their documentary to the class, and hold a Q&A session following their presentation.  

· The five components of the documentary that each student needs to contribute are:

· Research on their chosen topic

· A videotaped interview with an expert

· Their own recorded footage

· Stock footage

· A voiceover on their final product which incorporates their research

Activity Two (Two-three 50 minute periods)

Week One

Understanding Investigative Journalism

· The teacher will go over the elements and different types of investigative journalism with students.

· Students will watch All the President’s Men to understand the importance of how two journalists, rather than law enforcement, were able to uncover such a large scandal.
Activity Three (One 50 minute period)

Week One

Introduction to Investigative Journalism 

· Students will choose groups of 3-4 students

· Students will decide on a topic they want to investigate and brainstorm a list of people to interview and angles they can take with their topic 

· Students will begin first by researching some aspect of their topic.  

Activity Four (One 50 minute period)

Week Two

Formatting Interview Questions
· After students have done their research, they will choose and contact an expert to interview.  

· Students should already be familiar with how to draft interview questions and should work with their group members on formulating strong questions.  

· Note: students must get a release waiver signed by the person they interview giving permission to use that interview in any media form for school purposes. 

· Students need to have their interview completed by Week Five.

Activity Five (Spans two weeks)

Weeks Seven-Eight

· After students have their research and interview done they will work on finding footage to videotape themselves to supplement their documentary.  If faces can be distinctly identified, release forms need to be signed.

· Students will also need to use outside footage or stock footage to enhance their overall documentary.  They should work with their group members on coming up with ideas on what would be essential footage to include in their documentary.

· Own footage and outside footage are due by Week Nine.

Activity Six (Two full weeks of 50 minute periods)
Week 11-12

· Students will work for two weeks in the Audio-Visual lab compiling and editing all of their footage to create a documentary.

· The A-V coordinator will give a hands-on presentation on how to use Imovie.

· After all footage is compiled into Imovie, students will need to contribute one voiceover.  The best way for a student to do this would be to incorporate his or her research with their voiceover.

· After the documentary is complete, students will burn it onto a DVD.  They should test their DVD before their presentation.  The teacher should also screen all documentaries before presentations.

Activity Seven (One 90 minute final exam period)

Final Exam Day

· Students should turn in their analysis of their documentary as they enter class/

· Students will present their documentary to the class and conduct a Q&A session immediately following.

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on:

· Their comprehensive documentary – includes quality, purpose, and effectiveness

· Each of the five elements they contributed

· Participation in groups

· Their analysis of their contribution of their documentary and their overall documentary

· Progress and time management on certain due dates
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